Againſt perſons being in Armsart Field-Convennuicles, 
Superſcribed by Hlis Majeſty at Vhiteball, the 6th. dayof May, 1679. | 
n= : FRHARLES, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britair, France and Ireland, Defender 
| FASS4] of the Faith, To | _ Macers, 'or 
PST Meſlengers at Arms , Our Sheriffs in that part , conjunQtly and ſeverally, ſpecially con- 
(El ſtitute , Greeting; Foraſmuch , as albeit by the Fundamental Laws of all Monarchies, 
SE the power of Arms is Lodged in the King , and the rifing in Arms be puniſhable as Trea- * 
way! ſon; and that the Eſtates of Parliament of this Kingdom , refle&ing with horror upon =: 
WF the great confuſions and diſtempers , and the execrable rebellion-of the laſt Age , occaſi- ©: 
oned by the unwarrantable riſing in Arms againſt Our Royal Father of bleſſed Memory, - 
whereby , not only the Royal Government was endeavoured to be overturned , but the  * 


Properties and Liberties of the Subjects deſtroyed, under the ſpecious, but falſe pretext of 
ligion and Conſcience; Did by the firſt 4 of Our firſt Parliament , Declare , that it 


E | ſhould be high Treaſon to the Subjeds of this Kingdom , or any number of them, more 
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2 | === or leſs, upon any ground or pretext whatſoever , to riſe or continue in Arms , without 5 
pecial Warrant and Authority firſt interpon'd thereto ; and-by the ſecond ;A& of the ſecond Seſſzore of that ſame Parlia- | 
ment, they likewiſe Declar'd, that if any Perſon or Perſons, ſhould Levy, Warr, or take up any Arms againſt Us, or any * 
Commiſſionated by Us , they fhould be declared and. adjudged Traitors , and ſhould ſuffer forefciture of Life , Honour, 
Lands and Goods, as in cafes of High-Treafon : . Yet We being always moſt deſirous to eſlay all means'of Clemency , for 
correfting fuch of Our Subjedts as could be any ways reclaimable , Have not hitherto put thoſe Ads into fuch execution as 
the diſorders and irregularities of ſome of Our Subjetts did require, - hoping their going to Field-meetings , thoſe Rerde- 
zonzes of Rebellion with Arms, might have proceeded meerly from Cuſtome, or miſtake 3 But now finding by the fre- 
quent oppoſition made in Arms to. Our Forces, aging in Our Name, the invading of Our Officers, and the exciting others 
to go to ſuch Mectings in Arms, upon deſign to oppoſe Our Forces , - that ſuch as frequent theſe Meetings , do go there in | 
| . Armsupon acriminal and treacherous deſign , which grows to that ſame proportion that We uſe Clemency : And We } 
© beingdefirous that none of Qur SubjeRs ſhould be led in a ſnare by Our former Lenity, and to the end their condign :! 
puniſhment according to theſe Laws, may be the more juſtly chargeable upon the obduredneſs, and obſtinacy of the Offen« : 
ers; Have therefore, with advice of the Lords of Our rivy Council , after mature deliberation , thought fit to De-? 
-——"Slare, that We will hereafter order the Judges of Our reſpective Judicatures , and the Officers of all Our Forces, to pro-- 
i ceed againſt all fuch who go with any Arms to thoſe Field-meetings , as Traitors. And leaſt that any of Our Subjects - 
- may pretend , by the juſt rigor We will uſe againſt ſach as do go to Conventicles in Arms, that We reſolve to ſlacken Our © 
8 proſecut! col r Field Conventicles z We have therefore thought fit, to require all Our Judges and Officers to put | 
Our Laws and former Commands in vigorous Execution , even againſt thoſe who frequent theſe Field-meetings without | 
S« Arms; We being fully convinced both by reaſon and experience , that thoſe meetings do —_— tend to the ruine and 
| © reproach of the Chriſtian Religion and Diſcipline, to the mtroduction of Popery and Herefie, the ſubverſion of Monarchy, 
>. - andthe contempt of all Laws and Government” Our WillSs hercfore , and We charge you ſtraitly , and Command , that” 
#  Mcontinent, theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye pal to the Mercat Croſs of Edizbargh, and other Head-B of the ſeveral Shires ©: 
this Kingdom, and thereat , in Our Name and Authority , by open Proclamation, make Y cation of "the Premilles,. 
that none pretend ignorance. Given under Our Signet, at Edinburgh, the thretteenth day of May, 1679. and of Our Reign; 


TIT Per alum Dominorum Secreti Concillj, 
AI. Gibſon, CL St, Concilz 
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